FIRST TERM - JSS 2 NIGERIAN HISTORY LESSON NOTES

WEEK 1: INDEPENDENCE OF NIGERIA

Content: Events of October 1, 1960; Prime Minister and Governor-General
Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Define "Independence" in the context of Nigeria.
Describe the key events that took place on October 1, 1960.
Identify the first Prime Minister of independent Nigeria.

b=

Identify the first Governor-General of independent Nigeria.




Lesson Content:

1. What is Independence? Independence is the freedom of a country from the political control
of another country. In Nigeria's case, it was the day Nigeria became a free, self-governing nation,

no longer under the colonial rule of Great Britain.

2. The Road to 1960 (Brief Context) For decades, Nigerian nationalists (leaders like Herbert
Macaulay, Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, Chief Obafemi Awolowo, and Sir Ahmadu Bello) had struggled
and negotiated for freedom. Through constitutional conferences held in Nigeria and London,

they eventually convinced Great Britain to grant Nigeria its independence.

3. Events of October 1, 1960 The main independence ceremony was held at the Race Course

(now Tafawa Balewa Square) in Lagos, the capital city at the time.

e The Midnight Ceremony (12:01 a.m.): The most symbolic event happened at midnight.

o The British flag (the "Union Jack") was lowered for the last time.

o The new Nigerian flag (Green, White, and Green) was hoisted for the first time.

o This moment symbolized the end of British rule and the birth of a new nation.

e The Official Ceremony (Daytime):

o Dignitaries: Princess Alexandra of Kent represented the Queen of England.
Nigeria's new leaders and thousands of citizens were present.

o Handing Over Power: Princess Alexandra presented the "Freedom Charter" (the
instruments of independence) to Nigeria's new Prime Minister.

o Speeches: The new Prime Minister, Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, gave a famous
and powerful speech. He said, "...our flag is hoisted... a signal that a new country
has come into being. It is a sign that we are now responsible for our own
affairs..."

e Celebrations: All across Nigeria, there were parades, cultural dances, feasting, and great

celebration.

4. The First Government (1960-1963) When Nigeria became independent, it was a
"Dominion," which meant it was still a member of the Commonwealth, and the Queen of

England was still the official (but ceremonial) Head of State.
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e Prime Minister (Head of Government): Alhaji Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa. He
was the person with the most political power, responsible for running the government.
e Governor-General (Head of State): Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe. He was the representative

of the Queen of England in Nigeria. He had mostly ceremonial duties.

Evaluation:

1. What is independence?

2. When did Nigeria gain independence?

3. Where was the main independence ceremony held?

4. Who was the first Prime Minister of Nigeria?

5. Who was the first Nigerian Governor-General?
Assignment:

1. Who designed the Nigerian flag?
2. Write a short, five-sentence paragraph describing the mood and atmosphere in Nigeria on

October 1, 1960.




WEEK 2: FIRST REPUBLIC (1963-1966)

Topic: First Republic (1963-1966)

Content: Leaders; Political parties; Achievements and problems

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Define a "Republic" and state when Nigeria became one.
Identify the major leaders and political parties of the First Republic.

List two achievements of the First Republic.

b=

List and explain two major problems of the First Republic.

FIRST REPUBLIC (1663—1956)

 NORTHERN |
REGION

Keywords: First Republic map, NPC NCNC AG, regionalism, Operation Wetie, political crisis.




Lesson Content:

1. What is a Republic? On October 1, 1963, Nigeria cut its final tie with Britain by becoming a
Republic.

e A Republic is a country with no king or queen. The country is led by a President, who is
a citizen of that country.
e This meant Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe's title changed from "Governor-General" (representing

the Queen) to "President" (representing Nigeria).
2. Leaders of the First Republic

e President (Ceremonial Head of State): Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe
e Prime Minister (Head of Government): Alhaji Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa
o Regional Premiers: Nigeria was a federation of four regions, and each had a powerful
leader called a Premier.
o Northern Region: Sir Ahmadu Bello
o Western Region: Chief Samuel Akintola
o [Eastern Region: Dr. Michael Okpara
o Mid-Western Region: Chief Dennis Osadebay (This region was newly created in
1963).

3. Major Political Parties The political parties were the biggest problem of the First Republic,

as they were almost all based on the major ethnic groups and regions.

e Northern People's Congress (NPC): Dominated the North. (Leader: Ahmadu Bello)

o National Council of Nigerian Citizens (NCNC): Dominated the East. (Leader: Nnamdi
Azikiwe/Michael Okpara)

e Action Group (AG): Dominated the West. (Leader: Chief Obafemi Awolowo)

4. Achievements of the First Republic

e Political: Became a Republic (1963); created the Mid-Western Region; joined
international bodies like the OAU (now AU) and the UN.
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Economic: There was an agricultural boom. The North was famous for its groundnut
pyramids, and the West for its cocoa. The East was known for palm oil.
Infrastructure: The Kainji Dam was built to generate electricity. New universities were

established (e.g., Ahmadu Bello University, University of Ife).

5. Problems of the First Republic This period was filled with chaos, which eventually led to the

end of the Republic.

Regionalism/Tribalism: The parties and leaders were more loyal to their regions and
tribes than to Nigeria as a whole.

Census Crisis (1962/63): The census (counting the population) was very controversial.
Because population numbers decided how many seats each region got in parliament and
how much revenue they received, the figures were inflated (falsified). This destroyed
trust.

Action Group (AG) Crisis (1962): A serious political fight broke out in the Western
Region between Chief Obafemi Awolowo and his deputy, Chief Samuel Akintola. This
led to widespread violence and rioting, known as "Operation Wetie," where political
opponents and their property were set on fire.

Federal Election Crisis (1964): The federal election was full of massive rigging,
violence, and boycotts. It completely undermined democracy.

Corruption: Many politicians were seen by the public as very corrupt, using their

positions to get rich.

Evaluation:

1. When did Nigeria become a republic?
2. Who was the first President of Nigeria?
3. Name the three main political parties of the First Republic.
4. List one major achievement of this period.
5. What was "Operation Wetie"?
Assignment:




1. Draw a simple map of Nigeria showing the four regions of the First Republic.
2. In your opinion, what was the biggest problem of the First Republic? Explain your

answer in one paragraph.




WEEK 3: MILITARY RULE IN NIGERIA I

Topic: Military Rule in Nigeria I

Content: Causes of the January 1966 coup

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Define a "coup d'état."
State the date of Nigeria's first military coup.
Identify the leader of the January 1966 coup.

b=

List and explain three major causes of the coup.




Lesson Content:

1. What is a "Coup d'Etat"? A coup d'état (a French term, usually shortened to "coup") is the
sudden, illegal, and often violent overthrow of a government by a small group, usually the

military. This is not a democratic election; it is a seizure of power.

2. The January 15, 1966 Coup On this date, a group of young, idealistic army officers (mostly

Majors) staged Nigeria's first-ever military coup.

e Leader: The coup was led by Major Chukwuma Kaduna Nzeogwu in the North
(Kaduna).

e Nickname: It was nicknamed the "Majors' Coup."

e Goal: The coup plotters claimed they wanted to end corruption, stop the political

violence, and create a strong, united Nigeria.

3. Causes of the January 1966 Coup The coup did not happen in a vacuum. It was a direct

result of the major problems of the First Republic (see Week 2).

o Widespread Political Corruption: The politicians of the First Republic were seen as
very corrupt. They stole public money, lived in luxury, and ignored the poor.

e Violence and Breakdown of Law and Order: The "Operation Wetie" crisis in the
Western Region had turned into a full-scale disaster. Political opponents were being
killed daily, and the government seemed unable to stop it.

o Rigged Elections: The 1964 Federal Election and the 1965 Western Region Election
were massively rigged. This destroyed any belief in democracy and made many feel that
violence was the only way to change the government.

e Tribalism and Regionalism: The country was divided along ethnic lines. The coup
plotters felt the politicians were tearing the country apart with their tribal feuding.

e Ineffective Government: The Prime Minister, Tafawa Balewa, was seen as weak and

unable to control the chaos, especially the violence in the West.

4. The Events and Outcome




The coup was bloody. The Majors assassinated top leaders, including:

o The Prime Minister (Alhaji Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa).

o The Premier of the North (Sir Ahmadu Bello).

o The Premier of the West (Chief Samuel Akintola).

o Top military officers from the North and West.
The coup failed to take full control. The remaining government ministers were in disarray
and, in the confusion, they handed over power to the most senior military officer, Major-

General Johnson Aguiyi-Ironsi, who became Nigeria's first Military Head of State.

Evaluation:

What is a coup d'état?

2. When was Nigeria's first military coup?
3. Who was the main leader of the coup?
4. List three major causes of the coup.
5. Who became the Head of State after the coup?
Assignment:
1. Find out the names of two other leaders (political or military) who were killed in the
January 1966 coup.
2. Write a short paragraph explaining why the young military majors felt they needed to

overthrow the government.
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WEEK 4: MILITARY RULE IN NIGERIA II

Topic: Military Rule in Nigeria IT

Content: Counter-coup of July 1966; Gowon’s regime

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Define a "counter-coup."
Explain the main causes of the July 1966 counter-coup.

Describe the events of the counter-coup.

b=

Identify Yakubu Gowon as the new Head of State.

MILITARY RULE IN NIGERIA Il

NORTHERN REGION

COUNTER-COUP
JULY 1966

Unification Decreee  lronsi  Yakubu Gown  Retaliation
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Lesson Content:

1. The Ironsi Regime (January — July 1966) After Major-General Aguiyi-Ironsi took power,

his government made a number of mistakes that angered parts of the country.

o Perception of the Coup: The January 1966 coup was seen by many in the North as an
"Igbo coup" because most of the coup plotters were Igbo, and most of the leaders killed
were from the North and West.

o Failure to Try Plotters: Ironsi did not publicly court-martial (try and punish) Major
Nzeogwu and the other coup plotters, which angered Northern soldiers.

e Decree No. 34 (The Unification Decree): This was the biggest mistake. In May 1966,
Ironsi issued a decree that abolished the federal system (the regions) and created a
single, central "unitary" government. The North, which feared Southern (especially Igbo)
domination of the civil service, saw this as a final confirmation that the coup was an Igbo

plot to take over the country.
2. The July 29, 1966 Counter-Coup

o Definition: A counter-coup is a "revenge" coup that overthrows the leaders of the first
coup.
e Leadership: This coup was planned and carried out by officers and soldiers from the
Northern Region, led by figures like Lieutenant-Colonel Murtala Muhammed.
e Causes:
1. Revenge: It was a direct revenge for the killing of Northern political and military
leaders in the January coup.
2. Fear of Domination: The Unification Decree created intense fear in the North.
3. Failure to Punish: Ironsi's failure to punish the January plotters was seen as

favoritism.

3. Events of the Counter-Coup

e This coup was also very bloody. It began in the army barracks in Abeokuta.
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The Head of State, Major-General Aguiyi-Ironsi, and the Military Governor of the
Western Region, Colonel Adekunle Fajuyi, were arrested in Ibadan and killed.
Across the country, hundreds of Igbo military officers and soldiers were targeted and

killed by their Northern colleagues.

4. Gowon’s Regime

After the coup, there was chaos. For three days, Nigeria had no leader.

The coup plotters finally agreed to appoint the most senior Northern officer who was
acceptable to all. This was Lieutenant-Colonel Yakubu Gowon.

Gowon was a Christian from the Middle Belt (not Hausa-Fulani), which made him a
good compromise candidate.

He became the new Head of State. His first act was to repeal Decree No. 34 (the
Unification Decree) and restore the federal system of regions. This counter-coup, and the

massacres that followed, set the stage for the Nigerian Civil War.

Evaluation:

What is a counter-coup?

2. What was the "Unification Decree" (Decree No. 34)?

3. List two main causes of the July 1966 counter-coup.

4. Who was killed alongside Major-General Aguiyi-Ironsi?

5. Who became the Head of State of Nigeria after the July 1966 coup?
Assignment:

1. Why was the "Unification Decree" so unpopular, especially in the North?

2.

Yakubu Gowon was not the most senior officer in the army when he was made Head of

State. Find out why he was chosen.
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WEEK 6: NIGERIAN CIVIL WAR 1

Topic: Nigerian Civil War I

Content: Causes of the war (1967-1970)

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

State the dates of the Nigerian Civil War.
Identify the two sides of the war (Nigeria and Biafra).

List and explain the remote (long-term) causes of the war.

b=

List and explain the immediate (short-term) causes of the war.
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Lesson Content:

1. What was the Nigerian Civil War? The Nigerian Civil War (also called the Biafran War)
was a bloody conflict fought from July 6, 1967, to January 15, 1970.

o The Two Sides:
1. The Federal Republic of Nigeria: Led by the Federal Military Government
under General Yakubu Gowon.
2. The Republic of Biafra: The secessionist (breakaway) state, which was the
former Eastern Region of Nigeria. It was led by Colonel Chukwuemeka

Odumegwu Ojukwu.

2. Remote Causes (Long-term Causes) These are the underlying problems that had existed for

years.

o Ethnic and Regional Differences: The deep-seated suspicion and rivalry between the
major ethnic groups (Hausa-Fulani, Igbo, Yoruba).

e Problems of the First Republic: All the crises from Week 2 (corrupt politicians, rigged
elections, census crisis, "Operation Wetie").

e The January 1966 Coup: Seen as an "Igbo coup."

e The July 1966 Counter-Coup: Seen as a "Northern revenge coup."

3. Immediate Causes (The Final Straws) These are the events that happened just before the

war, making it unavoidable.

o Pogroms (Massacres) in the North (Sept/Oct 1966): After the July coup, there was
widespread, organized violence against Igbo civilians living in the North. Tens of
thousands were killed, and this led to a massive refugee crisis.

e Refugee Crisis: Over one million Igbos fled from the North back to their homeland in
the East. This created a huge humanitarian, social, and economic burden on the Eastern
government.

e The Aburi Accord (January 1967): The leaders (Gowon and Ojukwu) met in Aburi,

Ghana, for a last-ditch peace effort. They agreed on a confederation (a very loose union
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of states). However, upon returning to Nigeria, both leaders interpreted the agreement
differently, and it failed.

Creation of 12 States (May 27, 1967): Gowon's government suddenly announced it was
splitting Nigeria's 4 regions into 12 new states. This was a smart political move to break
the power of the regions, but it had one major effect: it split Ojukwu's Eastern Region
into three states, cutting off the Igbo heartland from the oil-rich coastal areas (Rivers
State).

Secession (The Spark): Three days later, on May 30, 1967, Colonel Ojukwu (seeing the
12-state plan as a final provocation) declared the Eastern Region an independent nation:
The Republic of Biafra.

Gowon's Response: Gowon and the Federal Government refused to accept this
"secession" and declared it an act of rebellion. On July 6, 1967, the Federal Government

launched a "police action" to retake Biafra. This was the start of the war.

Evaluation:
1. What were the dates of the Civil War?
2. Who was the leader of Nigeria during the war?
3. Who was the leader of Biafra?
4. What were the "pogroms"?
5. What was the "Aburi Accord"?
Assignment:
1. What was the "immediate spark" that caused the war to be declared? (Hint: It happened

2.

on May 30, 1967).

Why was the creation of 12 states a major cause of the war?
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WEEK 8: NIGERIAN CIVIL WAR 11

Topic: Nigerian Civil War II

Content: Major events; End of war; "No victor, no vanquished" policy

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Describe at least two major events of the war.
Explain the role of the economic blockade.

State how the war ended and who surrendered.

b=

Define and explain the "No victor, no vanquished" policy.

NIGERIAN CIVIL WAR

Dghunigwe

surrender

—— Ul Airstip
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Lesson Content:

1. Major Events During the War (1967-1970)

e Federal Strategy: The Nigerian side had more soldiers and weapons (supplied by Britain
and the USSR). Their main strategy was to encircle and blockade Biafra, cutting it off
from the rest of the world.

o Biafran Strategy: The Biafran side was outgunned but had high morale and was very
inventive (e.g., building "Ogbunigwe" local bombs). They were supplied by France,
Portugal, and some other nations.

o Biafran Invasion of the Mid-West: In a surprise move in 1967, Biafran soldiers crossed
the Niger Bridge, captured the entire Mid-Western Region (including Benin City), and
got as close as Ore (in the West). This shocked the Federal side, but they eventually
pushed them back.

e The Economic Blockade and Starvation: This was the most tragic part. The Federal
blockade by land and sea cut off all supplies, including food. This led to mass starvation
(especially of children) in Biafra. The disease of severe malnutrition, Kwashiorkor,
became famous. This was the first time many people around the world saw such images
onTV.

o Fall of Major Cities: The Federal troops slowly captured key Biafran cities: Port
Harcourt and Calabar were captured, cutting Biafra off from the sea. Enugu (the capital)
was also captured.

o Uli Airstrip: This was Biafra's only link to the outside world. At night, planes (often
flown by foreign charities) would brave anti-aircraft fire to land with food, medicine, and

weapons.

2. The End of the War (January 1970)

e By late 1969, Biafra was collapsing from starvation and overwhelming Federal attacks.
e OnJanuary 11, 1970, the Biafran leader, Colonel Ojukwu, fled the country to Cote
d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast) to "seek peace."

e He handed over leadership to his deputy, General Philip Effiong.
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o Realizing the situation was hopeless, General Effiong announced Biafra's surrender.
e On January 15, 1970, General Effiong formally surrendered to General Gowon in Lagos.

The war was over.

3. "No Victor, No Vanquished" Policy This was the official policy of General Yakubu

Gowon's government after the war.

e Meaning: It literally means "Nobody won (no victor), and nobody lost (no vanquished)."

o Purpose: It was a policy of reconciliation. Gowon wanted to heal the country quickly.
He declared that all Biafrans would be welcomed back as full Nigerian citizens. There
were no mass trials for treason or public executions. It was a gesture of peace to try and

rebuild Nigeria as one country.

Evaluation:

What was the main economic strategy used by the Nigerian government?
What was the "Uli Airstrip"?
Who took over from Ojukwu and officially surrendered?

On what date did the war officially end?

A o

What did General Gowon's "No victor, no vanquished" policy mean?

Assignment:

1. The Civil War caused mass starvation. What was the name of the disease associated with
this?
2. Do you think the "No victor, no vanquished" policy was a good idea? Give one reason for

your anSwer.
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WEEK 9: POST-CIVIL WAR NIGERIA

Topic: Post-Civil War Nigeria

Content: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, Rehabilitation (The 3 'R's)

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

State the "3R" policy.
Define "Reconstruction" and give an example.

Define "Reconciliation" and give an example.

b=

Define "Rehabilitation" and give an example.
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Lesson Content:

1. The "3R" Policy To heal the wounds of the war, General Gowon's government announced a
program based on three 'R's: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Rehabilitation. This

program was funded by the new oil wealth.
2. Reconstruction

e Definition: This was the physical part of the policy. It meant rebuilding the damaged
infrastructure (buildings, roads, bridges) that was destroyed during the 30-month war.
o Examples:
o Rebuilding the Niger Bridge at Onitsha, which had been blown up.
o Repairing roads, hospitals, schools, and markets in the former Eastern Region.

o Creating a National Development Plan to fund these projects.

3. Reconciliation

e Definition: This was the political and social part. It meant "making friends again" and
bringing the two sides back together as one people.
e Examples:
o The "No victor, no vanquished" speech was the first and most important step.
o Biafran soldiers were re-absorbed (taken back) into the Nigerian Army.
o Biafran civil servants were allowed to return to their old jobs in the Federal
government.

o Gowon made a point of visiting the war-torn areas to show unity.
4. Rehabilitation

e Definition: This was the human and economic part. It meant helping the individuals and
families who had lost everything to restart their lives.
e Examples:
o Providing food, medicine, and shelter for refugees and displaced persons.

o Trying to find jobs for demobilized (ex-) soldiers.
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e Problems with Rehabilitation: This part of the policy was not very successful.
o The "20 Pound" Policy: This was a major problem. The government gave every
Igbo person with money in a Biafran bank account a flat rate of only 20 Nigerian
pounds, regardless of how much money they had before the war. This made it
very hard for people to restart their businesses.
o Abandoned Property: The issue of property (houses, land) left behind by Igbos
in other parts of Nigeria (especially Port Harcourt) was a major problem, as many

people found their homes had been taken over.

Evaluation:

1. What are the "3 R's" of Gowon's post-war policy?

2. Which "R" involved rebuilding bridges and roads?
3. Which "R" involved re-absorbing Biafran soldiers into the Nigerian army?
4. What was the "20 Pound" policy? Was it part of Reconstruction or Rehabilitation?
5. What was the goal of "Reconciliation"?
Assignment:

1. Write a short paragraph explaining the difference between Reconstruction and
Rehabilitation.

2. In your opinion, which of the "3 R's" was the most important for Nigeria's future? Why?
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WEEK 10: OIL BOOM OF THE 1970S

Topic: Oil Boom of the 1970s

Content: Discovery of crude oil; Effects on economy

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

State where and when crude oil was first discovered in Nigeria.
Explain what the "Oil Boom" of the 1970s was.

List two positive effects of the oil boom.

b=

List two negative effects of the oil boom (the "Oil Curse").

| OIL BOOM OF THE 1970S

WEALTH & NEGLECT
THE BLESSING & THE CURSE
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Lesson Content:

1. Discovery of Crude Oil

e Crude oil was first discovered in commercial quantities in Oloibiri (in present-day
Bayelsa State) in 1956.

e The company that found it was Shell-BP.

e Nigeria began exporting oil in 1958.

2. The "Oil Boom" of the 1970s

For the first few years, oil was not the main source of income.
The "Oil Boom" happened in the 1970s, right after the Civil War.
Cause: In 1973, there was a war in the Middle East (the Yom Kippur War). The Arab

countries (OPEC) cut their oil supply to Western countries.

Effect: This caused the world price of crude oil to skyrocket (jump up by 400%).

Result: Nigeria, which was not part of the Arab embargo, suddenly became extremely

wealthy, almost overnight. This period of massive, easy wealth was the "Oil Boom."

General Gowon's government famously said Nigeria's problem was "not money, but how

to spend it."

3. Effects on the Economy

A. Positive Effects:

e Massive Revenue: The government had billions of dollars to spend for the first time.
o Infrastructure Projects: This money paid for the "3R" policy. It was also used to build:
o The new federal capital, Abuja.
o New highways, airports (like Murtala Muhammed Intl.), and seaports (like Tin
Can Island).
o National broadcast (NTA) and the National Stadium.
o Udoji Award (1974): The government massively increased the salaries of all public

workers (civil servants), making many of them very happy.
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Festac '77: Nigeria hosted a massive, expensive international arts festival in Lagos.

B. Negative Effects (The "Oil Curse') The oil boom had terrible long-term effects that Nigeria

still suffers from today.

Neglect of Agriculture: This is the most important negative effect. Nigeria completely
abandoned its farms. The groundnut pyramids, cocoa, and palm oil, which were our main
exports, disappeared. The country went from exporting food to importing food.

Massive Corruption: The new, easy money led to massive, large-scale corruption.
Government contracts became a way to "get rich quick."

Inflation: The "Udoji Award" (salary increase) meant there was too much money in the
economy, so the prices of food and goods went up (inflation).

Over-Dependence: The entire Nigerian economy became 100% dependent on one single
product: crude oil.

Environmental Pollution: Oil spills in the Niger Delta began to destroy farms and

fishing, leading to poverty and anger in that region.

Evaluation:
1. Where and when was oil first discovered in Nigeria?
2. Why did the price of oil "boom" in the 1970s?
3. List two positive effects of the oil boom.
4. List two negative effects of the oil boom.
5. What happened to agriculture during the oil boom?
Assignment:
1. The oil boom is often called the "Oil Curse." Write a short paragraph explaining why.

2.

What was the "Udoji Award"?
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WEEK 11: REVISION

Topic: Revision

Content: Review of all topics from Week 1 to Week 10 in preparation for the First Term

Examination.

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

1. Create a timeline of events from 1960 to 1970.
2. Recall key leaders (Balewa, Azikiwe, Gowon, Ojukwu).

3. Explain the chain of events from the 1964 election crisis to the Civil War.

Lesson Content:

Key Events Timeline:

e Oct 1, 1960: Independence (Balewa as PM, Azikiwe as G-G)

e Oct 1, 1963: Nigeria becomes a Republic (Azikiwe as President)

e 1962-65: Crises of the First Republic (Census, AG Crisis, Rigged Elections)
e Jan 15, 1966: First Military Coup (Nzeogwu); Ironsi takes power.

e May 1966: Unification Decree (No. 34)

e July 29, 1966: Counter-Coup; Gowon takes power.

e Sept/Oct 1966: Pogroms in the North.

e Jan 1967: Aburi Accord in Ghana.

e May 27, 1967: Gowon creates 12 states.

e May 30, 1967: Ojukwu declares the Republic of Biafra (Secession).
e July 6, 1967: Civil War begins.

e Jan 15, 1970: Biafra surrenders; war ends.

e 1970: "3R" Policy begins.

e 1973: Oil Boom begins.

Class Activity: The class will engage in a "Question and Answer" session, where students ask

the teacher (and each other) questions about any topic from the term.
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Evaluation: This week's evaluation is the First Term Examination.

Assignment: Study all notes from Week 1 to Week 10 for the examination.
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SECOND TERM - JSS 2 NIGERIAN HISTORY LESSON NOTES
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WEEK 1: SECOND REPUBLIC (1979-1983)

Topic: Second Republic (1979-1983) Content: Leaders; Achievements; Problems

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Explain how the Second Republic came into being.
Identify the key leaders and political parties of the Second Republic.

List two achievements of the Second Republic.

Db o=

List and explain three major problems that led to the end of the Second Republic.

Lesson Content:
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1. The Transition to the Second Republic After the assassination of General Murtala
Muhammed in 1976, his deputy, General Olusegun Obasanjo, became Head of State. Obasanjo

continued the plan to return Nigeria to civilian rule.

o He set up a Constitution Drafting Committee.

e He established the Federal Electoral Commission (FEDECO).

e He lifted the ban on political parties.

e In 1979, a series of elections were held, which led to the start of the Second Republic on
October 1, 1979. This republic was based on the American-style Presidential System, not
the British-style Parliamentary System of the First Republic.

2. Leaders and Political Parties

e President: Alhaji Shehu Shagari (NPN)
e Vice President: Dr. Alex Ekwueme (NPN)
e Major Political Parties: The five main parties were:
1. NPN (National Party of Nigeria): The ruling party, with its main support base in
the North but with a wide national spread.
2. UPN (Unity Party of Nigeria): Led by Chief Obafemi Awolowo. Its support
was mainly in the West.
3. NPP (Nigerian People's Party): Led by Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe. Its support was
mainly in the East.
4. GNPP (Great Nigeria People's Party): Led by Waziri Ibrahim.
5. PRP (People's Redemption Party): Led by Aminu Kano.

3. Achievements of the Second Republic

e Peaceful Transition: A successful and peaceful handover from military rule to a
democratic civilian government.

o New Constitution: The 1979 Constitution established the Presidential system, a strong
Federal Capital Territory (Abuja), and a 19-state structure.

e Economic Development: The Shagari government focused on large-scale projects,

including:
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o Green Revolution: A program to boost agriculture and food production.
o Housing: A massive federal program to build low-cost housing estates in every
state.

o New Capital: Continued the construction of Abuja as the new capital.

4. Problems of the Second Republic Despite its achievements, the Second Republic was seen as

a massive failure by most Nigerians.

Widespread Corruption: This was the single biggest problem. The "Oil Boom" of the
1970s was still ongoing, and many politicians became billionaires overnight through
massive theft of public funds and contract inflation.

Economic Collapse: The world oil price crashed in the early 1980s (the "Oil Glut").
Because Nigeria had abandoned agriculture (see First Term, Week 10), the economy
collapsed. The government could not pay salaries, and basic goods became scarce.
1983 General Election: The 1983 election was one of the most rigged elections in
Nigeria's history. The ruling NPN used violence and fraud to win a "landslide victory."
Political Violence: The rigging of the 1983 election led to widespread political violence,
especially in the Western Region (Ondo State), similar to the "Operation Wetie" of the
First Republic.

This combination of corruption, economic collapse, and rigged elections made the government

very unpopular and led directly to its overthrow.

Evaluation:

A

When did the Second Republic begin?

Who was the first executive President of Nigeria?

Name the five major political parties of the Second Republic.
What was the "Green Revolution"?

What was the main cause of the collapse of the Second Republic?

Assignment:
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1. What is the major difference between a "Parliamentary System" (First Republic) and a
"Presidential System" (Second Republic)?
2. Find out the full names of the leaders of the UPN and NPP.
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WEEK 2: MILITARY RULE IN THE 1980s

Topic: Military Rule in the 1980s

Content: Buhari/Idiagbon regime; Babangida regime

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

State the date and reason for the 1983 coup.
Identify the leaders of the Buhari/Idiagbon regime and their key policy.

Explain why the Babangida regime came to power.

b=

Identify and explain the key economic policy of the Babangida regime (SAP).

MILITARY HIJLE IN THE 19803
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Lesson Content:

1. The Buhari/Idiagbon Coup (December 31, 1983)

e Event: On the last day of 1983, the military overthrew the government of Shehu Shagari
in a coup.
e Reason: The coup plotters announced they seized power to save Nigeria from the
massive corruption and economic mismanagement of the Second Republic.
e Leaders: The new regime was led by:
o Major-General Muhammadu Buhari (Head of State).
o Major-General Tunde Idiagbon (Chief of Staff, Supreme Headquarters).

Idiagbon was seen as the "strongman" or "second-in-command" of the regime.

2. The Buhari/Idiagbon Regime (1984-1985) This regime was known for its strictness and

discipline.

o Key Policy: "War Against Indiscipline" (WAI): This was their most famous program.
It was a social campaign to force discipline on Nigerians.
o WAL forced people to queue orderly at bus stops ("forming a line").
o It included monthly environmental sanitation days.
o It promoted patriotism (respecting the flag and anthem).
e Style: The regime was very tough. It jailed hundreds of politicians from the Second
Republic for corruption.
e Problems: The regime was also very harsh on human rights.
o Decree No. 4: This decree jailed any journalist who published articles that
"embarrassed" the government, even if the articles were true.
o Public Executions: The regime executed people for crimes like drug trafficking.
o Economic Hardship: The economy did not improve, and prices of goods

remained high.

3. The Babangida Coup (August 1985)
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e On August 27, 1985, General Buhari was overthrown in a "palace coup" (a coup from
within the government) by his own Chief of Army Staff, General Ibrahim Badamasi
Babangida (IBB).

o Reasons: Babangida claimed the Buhari regime was too rigid, had failed to fix the

economy, and was committing human rights abuses.
4. The Babangida Regime (1985-1993)

o Title: Babangida took the title of "President" (not "Head of State"). He was known as a
very clever and political general, nicknamed "Maradona."
e Key Economic Policy: Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP): This is the most
important policy of his regime.
o To fix the collapsed economy, Nigeria took a loan from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank.
o SAP was a set of new rules: it devalued the Naira, cut government spending, and
privatized government companies.
o Effect: SAP caused massive hardship, inflation, and unemployment. It is
remembered as a very difficult time for most Nigerians.
e Other Actions: He moved the Federal Capital from Lagos to Abuja in 1991. He also
began a very long and confusing "Transition to Democracy" program, which we will

discuss next week.

Evaluation:
1. Who were the two main leaders of the 1984-1985 military regime?
2. What does "WAI" stand for?
3. Who overthrew the Buhari regime in 1985?
4. What does "SAP" stand for?
5. What was the effect of SAP on ordinary Nigerians?

Assignment:
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1. Ask your parents or an older adult what they remember about "WAIL" Write a short
paragraph about it.

2. Why was General Babangida nicknamed "Maradona"?
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WEEK 3: MILITARY RULE IN THE 1990s

Content: June 12, 1993 Crisis; Abacha regime; Abdulsalami Abubakar

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Explain the "June 12, 1993" crisis.
Identify the winner of the June 12 election and what happened to it.

Describe the regime of General Sani Abacha.

R o=

Explain how General Abdulsalami Abubakar's regime came to power.
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Lesson Content:

1. The June 12, 1993 Crisis This is one of the most important events in Nigerian history.

e The Election: As part of his long "Transition Program," General Babangida finally
allowed a presidential election on June 12, 1993.
o The Parties: Babangida had created two new parties:
1. SDP (Social Democratic Party)
2. NRC (National Republican Convention)
e The Candidates:

o SDP: Chief M.K.O. Abiola (a Yoruba businessman)
o NRC: Bashir Tofa (a Kano businessman)
o The Result: The election was peaceful, free, and fair. Chief M.K.O. Abiola was clearly
winning the election.
e The Annulment: Before the final results were announced, General Babangida went on
air and annulled (cancelled) the election.
e The Crisis: This decision threw the country into a massive political crisis. There were
widespread protests, especially in the West.
o Babangida "Steps Aside'": The pressure was too much. In August 1993, Babangida
handed over power to a weak Interim National Government (ING), led by a civilian,

Chief Ernest Shonekan.

2. The Abacha Regime (November 1993 — June 1998)

e The Coup: The ING was weak and had no power. On November 17, 1993, the Minister
of Defence, General Sani Abacha, overthrew Shonekan and declared himself Head of
State.

e A Brutal Dictatorship: The Abacha regime is remembered as one of the darkest and
most brutal periods in Nigerian history.

e Actions:

o He abolished all democratic institutions.
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He arrested M.K.O. Abiola and jailed him for declaring himself president. Abiola
later died in prison in 1998.

Human Rights Abuses: He executed the environmental activist Ken Saro-Wiwa
and nine other Ogoni leaders, which got Nigeria suspended from the
Commonwealth.

Corruption: The regime stole billions of dollars from Nigeria's treasury (known

as the "Abacha Loot").

o End of the Regime: Abacha planned to rule forever as a civilian president, but he died

suddenly in the Aso Rock Villa on June 8, 1998.

3. General Abdulsalami Abubakar (1998-1999)

o After Abacha's death, the military leaders appointed the Chief of Defence Staff, General

Abdulsalami Abubakar, as the new Head of State.

e A True Transition: Unlike Babangida, Abdulsalami was a genuine transitional leader.

e Actions:

@)
@)

o

Evaluation:

A o

Assignment:

He released many political prisoners.
He set up a new Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC).
He announced a short, 9-month timetable for a return to democracy, which he

followed perfectly.

What is the significance of the date "June 12, 1993"?

Who was the presumed winner of the June 12 election?

What did General Babangida do to the election?

Who was the Head of State from 1993 to 1998, known for his brutal regime?

Who was the military leader who finally handed over power to civilians in 1999?

1. Who was Ken Saro-Wiwa, and why was he executed?

2. What was the "Interim National Government (ING)," and who was its leader?
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WEEK 4: RETURN TO DEMOCRACY
Content: 1999 Transition to Civilian Rule
PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES:
By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:
1. Describe the role of General Abdulsalami Abubakar in the 1999 transition.

2. Identify the three main political parties of 1999.

[98)

Identify the winner of the 1999 presidential election.

b

State the date of the handover and explain the meaning of the "Fourth Republic."
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Lesson content:
1. The 1999 Transition to Civilian Rule

After many years of military rule in Nigeria, the nation once again began preparing for
democracy in 1998. When General Sani Abacha died suddenly in June 1998, General
Abdulsalami Abubakar became the new Head of State. Unlike many previous military rulers,

General Abubakar promised to hand over power to a civilian government within one year.
To achieve this goal, he took several important steps:

o Restoration of political activities: He lifted the ban on political parties and allowed

Nigerians to form new ones.

o Establishment of INEC: His government created the Independent National Electoral

Commission (INEC) to plan and conduct free and fair elections.

e Creation of the 1999 Constitution: A new constitution was drafted and adopted. It
provided the laws and framework for democratic governance in Nigeria. This 1999

Constitution is still in use today.

General Abdulsalami Abubakar’s short but significant leadership paved the way for the return to

democracy after years of military dictatorship.

2. The 1999 Elections

The 1999 elections were held at different levels — local government, state, and national — as

part of the transition program.

Three major political parties emerged and were allowed to contest the elections nationwide:
1. People’s Democratic Party (PDP)
2. All People’s Party (APP)

3. Alliance for Democracy (AD) — This party had its strongest support in the

Southwestern region of Nigeria.
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During the Presidential Election:

e The PDP presented Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, a former military Head of State (1976—
1979), as its candidate.

o The APP and AD formed an alliance and jointly presented Chief Olu Falae as their

candidate.

After the elections, Olusegun Obasanjo of the PDP was declared the winner and became

Nigeria’s new democratically elected President.

This election was significant because it restored the people’s power to choose their leaders

through voting — the main principle of democracy.

3. The Handover: Birth of the Fourth Republic

On May 29, 1999, General Abdulsalami Abubakar peacefully handed over power to the newly
elected President, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo.

This historic day marked:
o The end of 16 years of continuous military rule (from 1983-1999).
e The beginning of the Fourth Republic, which is the current democratic era Nigeria is in.

The Fourth Republic refers to Nigeria’s fourth attempt at democratic governance since

independence — following previous republics that were interrupted by military coups.

Originally, May 29 was celebrated as Democracy Day to honor this peaceful handover.
However, in 2018, President Muhammadu Buhari changed Democracy Day to June 12 in
remembrance of M.K.QO. Abiola, the presumed winner of the annulled 1993 election, which

many consider Nigeria’s freest and fairest election.

This change was made to recognize the struggle and sacrifices made by Nigerians for democracy.

EVALUATION
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1. Who was the military leader who organized the 1999 transition?
2. Name the three main political parties in 1999.

3. Who won the 1999 presidential election?

4. What is the date of the handover that started the Fourth Republic?

5. What do we call the current period of democracy in Nigeria since 1999?

ASSIGNMENT:

1. Why do you think the PDP chose Olusegun Obasanjo, a former general, as their
candidate in 1999?

2. What day do we now celebrate as "Democracy Day" in Nigeria, and why was it changed

from May 29?

3. In your opinion, what are two important benefits of democracy to a country like Nigeria?
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WEEK 6: DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE

Topic: Democratic Governance Content: Fourth Republic; Presidents since 1999

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

1. Define the "Fourth Republic."
2. List all the presidents of Nigeria from 1999 to the present day, in order.
3. Identify their political parties.

' peoples /
W cazette’

Lesson Content:

1. What is the Fourth Republic?

o The Fourth Republic is the current period of civilian, democratic government in Nigeria.
o It began on May 29, 1999, when General Abdulsalami Abubakar handed over power to

President Olusegun Obasanjo.
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e Itis based on the 1999 Constitution and is a "Federal Republic" with a President, a

National Assembly (Senate and House of Representatives), and 36 states.

2. Presidents of the Fourth Republic (1999-Present) There have been five presidents in this

republic:

1. President Olusegun Obasanjo (1999-2007)
o Party: People's Democratic Party (PDP)
o Vice President: Atiku Abubakar
o Term: Served two terms of four years each.
e 2. President Umaru Musa Yar'Adua (2007-2010)
o Party: People's Democratic Party (PDP)
o Vice President: Goodluck Jonathan
o Term: He won the 2007 election but became very ill. He died in office in May
2010.
e 3. President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan (2010-2015)
o Party: People's Democratic Party (PDP)
o Vice President: Namadi Sambo
o Term: He was the Vice President and took over as President when Yar'Adua died.
He then won the 2011 election. He lost his re-election bid in 2015.
e 4. President Muhammadu Buhari (2015-2023)
o Party: All Progressives Congress (APC)
o Vice President: Yemi Osinbajo
o Term: He was the first opposition candidate in Nigeria's history to defeat a sitting
president (Goodluck Jonathan) in an election. He served two terms.
e 5. President Bola Ahmed Tinubu (2023—Present)
o Party: All Progressives Congress (APC)
o Vice President: Kashim Shettima

o Term: He won the 2023 general election to succeed President Buhari.

Evaluation:
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1. What is the "Fourth Republic"?

2. Who was the first president of the Fourth Republic?

3. Which president died in office in 2010?

4. Who was the first opposition candidate to defeat a sitting president?

5. List the five presidents of the Fourth Republic in the correct order.
Assignment:

1. List the five presidents and their political parties.
2. Write a short paragraph explaining the historic importance of the 2015 election.
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WEEK 8: CHALLENGES OF DEMOCRACY

Topic: Challenges of Democracy Content: Corruption, elections, insecurity

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

I.
2.
3.
4.

Identify "democracy."
List and explain three major challenges facing Nigeria's democracy.
Explain how corruption weakens the country.

Explain how insecurity affects the citizens.
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Lesson Content:

1. What is Democracy? Democracy is a system of government "by the people, for the people."
It means citizens choose their leaders through free and fair elections, and those leaders are

accountable to the people.

2. Major Challenges to Nigeria's Democracy Since 1999, Nigeria's democracy has faced many

serious challenges that threaten to weaken it.

e A. Corruption:

o Definition: This is the abuse of public office for private gain. It includes bribery,
stealing public funds (looting), and favoritism.

o Effect: Corruption is Nigeria's biggest challenge. It weakens all parts of
government. When money meant for roads, hospitals, and schools is stolen, the
country cannot develop. It also makes citizens angry and lose faith in their leaders.

e B. Elections and Electoral Malpractice:
o Definition: While elections are held, they are often not "free and fair."
o Problems:
= Rigging: Changing the results of the election.
= Vote-Buying: Politicians give money or food to poor people to force them
to vote for them.
= Violence: Thugs are used to intimidate voters and snatch ballot boxes.

o Effect: This means that sometimes, the most popular candidate does not win, and

the people's votes do not count.
e C. Insecurity:

o Definition: This is a lack of safety and a high level of violence, which the

government struggles to control.

o Examples:

1. Boko Haram: A terrorist group in the Northeast that has killed thousands and displaced

millions.
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2. Banditry and Kidnapping: Armed gangs (bandits) who attack villages, block highways,
and kidnap people (including students) for ransom in the Northwest and Central Nigeria.
3. Other Conflicts: Farmer-herder clashes over land, and agitation for secession in the
Southeast.

o Effect: Insecurity destroys the economy, forces people to flee their homes, and

makes it unsafe to travel or farm.

Evaluation:
1. What is democracy?
2. What is the biggest challenge to Nigeria's democracy?
3. What is "vote-buying"?
4. Name two major insecurity problems in Nigeria.
5. How does corruption affect the building of schools and hospitals?

Assignment:

1. In your own words, what is "corruption"?

2. Write a short paragraph explaining how "insecurity" can harm a country's economy.
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WEEK 9: HUMAN RIGHTS IN NIGERIA

Topic: Human Rights in Nigeria

Content: Abuses and remedies

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Define "human rights."
List three examples of human rights.

Identify common human rights abuses in Nigeria.

b=

Explain the remedies (solutions) for human rights abuses.
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Lesson Content:

1. What are Human Rights?

e Definition: Human Rights are the basic, fundamental rights and freedoms that belong to
every single person, from birth until death. They cannot be given or taken away.
o Examples:
o The Right to Life.
o The Right to Freedom of Speech (to express your opinion).
o The Right to Freedom of Religion.
o The Right to a Fair Hearing (not to be jailed without trial).
o Freedom from Torture and Slavery.

o These rights are protected by Chapter 4 of the 1999 Nigerian Constitution.

2. Human Rights Abuses in Nigeria An "abuse" is when these rights are violated, often by

people in power.

e Police Brutality: This is the most common abuse. It involves the police (especially the
now-disbanded unit called SARS - Special Anti-Robbery Squad) using excessive force.
o Examples: Extra-judicial (illegal) killings, torture, extortion (demanding bribes),
and illegal arrests.
o #EndSARS (2020): In October 2020, thousands of young Nigerians held a
massive, peaceful protest to demand an end to police brutality.

e Prison System: Nigerian prisons are extremely overcrowded. Many of the people in
prison have not been convicted of a crime; they are "Awaiting Trial" and can be held for
many years.

e Lack of Basic Rights: Due to corruption, many Nigerians suffer abuses of their
"economic and social rights"—such as the right to clean water, the right to basic
healthcare, and the right to education.

e Abuse of Press Freedom: Sometimes, journalists who expose corruption are arrested or

intimidated.
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3. Remedies (Solutions for Abuses) When a citizen's rights are abused, there are ways to seek

justice:

The Judiciary: The courts are the most important remedy. A citizen can sue the police or
the government for violating their rights.
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC): This is a government body created to
receive complaints from citizens and investigate human rights abuses.
Civil Society (NGOs): Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) play a huge role.

o Examples: Amnesty International, SERAP, and many others.

o They protest, write reports, and provide free lawyers for victims.

A Free Press: Brave journalists and media houses that expose abuses.

Evaluation:

1. What are human rights?

2. What does "SARS" stand for?

3. What was the "#EndSARS" protest about?

4. Name one "remedy" or solution a citizen has if their rights are abused.

5. What is one major human rights problem with Nigeria's prison system?
Assignment:

1. What is "police brutality"?

2. What is the "National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)"?

3. In your opinion, what is the most important human right? Why?

52




WEEK 10: NIGERIAN FOREIGN POLICY

Topic: Nigerian Foreign Policy Content: Principles; Relations with ECOWAS, AU, UN

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Define "foreign policy."
State the centerpiece (main principle) of Nigeria's foreign policy.

Explain Nigeria's role in ECOWAS (ECOMOG).

R o=

Explain Nigeria's role in the AU (decolonization).
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Lesson Content:

1. What is Foreign Policy?
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o Definition: A country's foreign policy is its plan and set of actions for how it will interact

with other countries to achieve its national goals (like security, trade, and influence).
2. Principles of Nigerian Foreign Policy

o The most important principle of Nigeria's foreign policy since independence is that
Africa is the centerpiece.

e "Afrocentrism'": This means Nigeria believes its own destiny is linked to the destiny of
all other African nations. Nigeria sees itself as the "Giant of Africa" and has a "big
brother" role.

o Key Goals:

1. Decolonization: Nigeria's first goal was to free all other African countries from
colonial rule. Nigeria was a "frontline state" in the fight against Apartheid (racial
segregation) in South Africa.

2. Peacekeeping: Nigeria believes that it cannot be stable if its neighbors are at war.

3. Non-Alignment: During the Cold War, Nigeria refused to officially side with
either the USA or the USSR.

3. Relations with International Organizations

o ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African States):

o Nigeria is a founding member and the most powerful country in ECOWAS.

o ECOMOG: When civil wars broke out in Liberia and Sierra Leone in the 1990s,
Nigeria led the creation of the ECOMOG (ECOWAS Monitoring Group)
peacekeeping force. The Nigerian military spent billions of dollars and lost many
soldiers to bring peace to those countries.

e AU (African Union) (formerly OAU):

o Nigeria was a founding member of the OAU (Organisation of African Unity) in
1963.

o Nigeria was the strongest voice in the OAU calling for the end of Apartheid in
South Africa. Nigeria gave money, weapons, and diplomatic support to Nelson

Mandela's ANC.
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e UN (United Nations):
o Nigeria is a very active member of the UN.
o Because of its "Afrocentric" and peacekeeping policy, Nigeria has contributed
thousands of soldiers to UN peacekeeping missions all over the world (e.g., in

Congo, Lebanon, and Sudan).

Evaluation:
1. What is "foreign policy"?
2. What is the "centerpiece" (main principle) of Nigeria's foreign policy?
3. What does "ECOWAS" stand for?
4. What was "ECOMOG"?
5. What was "Apartheid," and what was Nigeria's position on it?

Assignment:

1. What does it mean to call Nigeria the "Giant of Africa"?
2. Find out the name of one other country (besides Liberia and Sierra Leone) where

Nigerian soldiers have served as peacekeepers.
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WEEK 11: REVISION

Topic: Revision Content: Review of all topics from Week 1 to Week 10 in preparation for the

Second Term Examination.

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Cal

Create a timeline of Nigeria's leaders (civilian and military) from 1979 to the present.
Recall key policies (WAI, SAP).
Explain the key crises (June 12, #EndSARS).

Explain the key challenges to modern Nigeria (Corruption, Insecurity).

Lesson Content:

Key Events & Leaders Timeline (1979—Present):

1979-1983: Second Republic (President Shehu Shagari). (Problems: Corruption, Rigged
1983 election).

1983-1985: Military Rule (Buhari & Idiagbon). (Policy: War Against Indiscipline -
WALI).

1985-1993: Military Rule (General Babangida). (Policy: SAP; Moved capital to Abuja).
June 12, 1993: Annulled Election (Won by M.K.O. Abiola).

1993 (Aug-Nov): Interim National Government (Ernest Shonekan).

1993-1998: Military Rule (General Sani Abacha). (Brutal dictatorship, Ken Saro-Wiwa
executed, Abiola jailed).

1998-1999: Military Rule (General Abdulsalami). (Organized transition to democracy).
May 29, 1999: Start of the Fourth Republic.

1999-2007: President Olusegun Obasanjo (PDP).

2007-2010: President Umaru Yar'Adua (PDP). (Died in office).

2010-2015: President Goodluck Jonathan (PDP).

2015-2023: President Muhammadu Buhari (APC).

2023—Present: President Bola Tinubu (APC).
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o Key Challenges: Corruption, Insecurity (Boko Haram, Bandits), Human Rights Abuses
(#EndSARS).

Class Activity: The class will engage in a "Question and Answer" session, where students ask

the teacher (and each other) questions about any topic from the term.
Evaluation: This week's evaluation is the Second Term Examination.

Assignment: Study all notes from Week 1 to Week 10 for the examination.
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WEEK 1: WOMEN IN NIGERIAN HISTORY

Topic: Women in Nigerian History

Content: Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti, Margaret Ekpo, Queen Amina

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Discuss the historical role of women in Nigeria's development.
Identify Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti and list her major achievements.

Identify Margaret Ekpo and list her major achievements.

b=

Identify Queen Amina of Zaria and explain her historical significance.
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Lesson Content:

1. Introduction: The Role of Women in Nigerian History Historically, women in Nigeria have
held significant positions of power and influence, long before the colonial period. They were
queens, warriors, traders, and political activists. In the colonial and post-colonial periods, women
were central figures in the fight for independence and social justice. We will look at three

outstanding examples.

2. Queen Amina of Zaria (c. 1533-1610)

e Who she was: A Hausa warrior queen of the Zazzau Kingdom (now Zaria) in the 16th
century.
» Historical Significance:

o Military Leader: She was a brilliant and powerful military commander. She led
her army in many successful campaigns, expanding the Zazzau kingdom to its
largest size ever.

o Territorial Expansion: She is credited with conquering many surrounding cities,
including Nupe and Kano.

o Trade: Her conquests allowed Zaria to control important North African trade
routes, bringing great wealth to the kingdom.

o Architecture: She is credited with building the famous "Amina's Walls," strong
earthen fortifications that surrounded her cities.

o Legacy: Queen Amina is remembered as a legendary symbol of female power, military

skill, and political leadership in pre-colonial Nigeria.

3. Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti (1900-1978)

e  Who she was: A highly influential anti-colonial activist, women's rights leader, and
educator from Abeokuta. She was also the mother of the famous musician Fela Kuti.
e Achievements:
o Women's Rights: She founded the Abeokuta Women's Union (AWU), a

powerful organization that fought for the rights of women.
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Anti-Colonial Activism: She led massive protests against the colonial
government and the traditional ruler, the Alake of Egbaland.

Tax Protests: Her most famous achievement was leading the AWU in a
successful protest against unfair taxes imposed on women. This protest was so
powerful that it led to the temporary abdication (removal) of the Alake in 1949.
Politics: She was one of the key figures in the nationalist movement, negotiating
for independence alongside Azikiwe and Awolowo. She was also the first woman

in Nigeria to drive a car.

e Legacy: She is known as the "Mother of the Nation" and a pioneer of Nigerian feminism

and the independence movement.

4. Margaret Ekpo (1914-2006)

e Who she was: A pioneering female politician, women's rights activist, and nationalist

from Calabar, Cross River State.

e Achievements:

@)

Political Mobilization: She was a master political organizer. She created the Aba
Market Women's Association and used it to mobilize women to fight for their
economic and political rights.

Nationalist: She was a leading member of the NCNC party (with Dr. Nnamdi
Azikiwe) and fearlessly campaigned for independence.

Political Leader: After independence, she was elected to the Eastern Region
House of Assembly, becoming one of the very few women in government.

Social Activism: She famously fought against the colonial practice of having

different, better facilities for white people (e.g., in hospitals or at the train station).

e Legacy: She is remembered as a fearless activist who brought grassroots women into the

mainstream of Nigerian politics. The Calabar International Airport is named after her.

Evaluation:

1. Who was Queen Amina, and what was her main achievement?

2. Who was Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti?
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3. What was the "Abeokuta Women's Union," and what did it protest against?
4. Who was Margaret Ekpo, and which political party was she a member of?

5. Name one achievement of Margaret Ekpo.

Assignment:

1. Choose one of the three women studied today. Write a short paragraph on why you find
her actions inspiring.
2. The Calabar International Airport is named after Margaret Ekpo. Find out if any other

national monuments are named after Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti or Queen Amina.
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WEEK 2: YOUTHS IN NIGERIAN HISTORY

Topic: Youths in Nigerian History

Content: Students’ unionism; Role in independence and democracy

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Define "student unionism."
Explain the role of student unions in the fight for independence.

Describe the role of youths and students in protesting military rule.

b=

Give an example of a recent youth-led protest movement.

YOUTHS IN NIGERIAN HISTORY

Youth activism, student unionism, NANS, #EndSARS
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Lesson Content:

1. Introduction: The Role of Youths Throughout Nigeria's history, young people (especially
students) have been a powerful force for social and political change. They are often called the
"conscience of the nation" because they are brave, idealistic, and quick to speak out against

injustice when older people are silent.

2. Student Unionism

e Definition: Student Unionism is the organized activity of students, usually through an
elected "Student Union Government" (SUG) in a university or college.

e Purpose: The primary purpose is to represent the interests of students to the school
authorities (e.g., protesting high fees or poor hostels).

o National Body: In Nigeria, the national body for all students was the National Union of
Nigerian Students (NUNS), which is now the National Association of Nigerian
Students (NANS).

3. Role in the Fight for Independence (Pre-1960)

o Long before independence, Nigerian students studying in the UK (like Nnamdi Azikiwe)
formed student groups like the West African Students' Union (WASU).

e  WASU was a training ground for future nationalists. It published articles, organized
protests in London, and demanded self-government for West Africa.

o They were a key part of the intellectual movement that led to independence.

4. Role During Military Rule (1970s—-1990s) This was the golden age of student activism.

Student unions were one of the only groups brave enough to challenge the military dictators.

e "Ali Must Go" Protests (1978): This was one of the most famous protests in Nigerian
history. The military government of General Obasanjo sharply increased school fees.
Students, led by NUNS, organized a massive, nationwide protest with the slogan "Ali
Must Go" (referring to the Minister of Education, Col. Ahmadu Ali). The protest was met

with violence, and several students were killed, but it showed the power of student unity.
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Anti-SAP Protests (1989): Students led major protests against the hardship caused by
General Babangida's Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP).

June 12 Crisis (1993): Students and youth-led pro-democracy groups were at the
forefront of the protests, demanding that the military hand over power to the winner,

M.K.O. Abiola.

5. Role in Modern Democracy (Fourth Republic)

The tradition of activism continues.

#EndSARS (October 2020): This was the largest youth-led protest in Nigerian history.
It was a movement organized entirely by young people on social media (Twitter,
Instagram) to protest against police brutality, specifically by the SARS unit.

The protests were peaceful and demanded good governance. It showed that the youth are

still a powerful force for change in Nigeria.

Evaluation:
1. What is "student unionism"?
2. What does "NANS" stand for?
3. What was the "Ali Must Go" protest about?
4. How did students protest against military rule in the 1990s?
5. What was the "#EndSARS" movement?
Assignment:
1. Why are students and youths often called the "conscience of the nation"?

2.

Ask an older adult what they remember about student unionism in their time and write a

short paragraph about it.
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WEEK 3: WORKERS IN NIGERIAN HISTORY

Topic: Workers in Nigerian History Content: Trade unions; Nigerian Labour Congress

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Define a "trade union."
Explain the primary purpose of a trade union.

Identify the "Nigerian Labour Congress (NLC)" as the central labour union.

R o=

Describe the role of trade unions in the fight for independence (e.g., the 1945 strike).

TRADE PONE - T 'WoRKEeRs?
UNIONS - - RIGHTS

Lesson Content:

1. What is a Trade Union?
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e Definition: A trade union (or labour union) is an organization made up of workers (e.g.,
teachers, doctors, factory workers, drivers) who have joined together.
e Purpose: The main purpose is to protect the interests of its members and fight for better
working conditions. They use their collective power to demand:
o Better pay (higher minimum wage).
o Safer working conditions.
o Shorter working hours.
o Pensions and other benefits.
e Main Weapon: Their main weapon is the "strike'"—a collective refusal to work until

their demands are met.

2. The Nigerian Labour Congress (NLC)

e To be stronger, all the different trade unions in Nigeria (like the teachers' union, doctors'
union, etc.) came together to form one giant central organization.

o This organization is the Nigerian Labour Congress (NLC), formed in 1978.

e When the NLC declares a "general strike," the entire country (ports, banks, schools,

hospitals) can shut down. This gives it immense political power.

3. Role of Workers in the Fight for Independence

e Long before the NLC was formed, trade unions were a key part of the nationalist
movement.

e The 1945 General Strike: This was a major event. Led by Michael Imoudu (Nigeria's
most famous labour leader), railway, post, and other government workers went on strike
for 45 days.

o Reason: They demanded a "Cost of Living Allowance" (COLA) because prices
had gone up during World War II, but their salaries had not.

o Effect: The strike crippled the colonial economy. It was the first time Nigerian
nationalists (like Nnamdi Azikiwe) and workers joined forces. It proved to the
British that they could no longer control Nigeria, and it greatly accelerated the

journey to independence.
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4. Role of Workers in Modern Nigeria

Protesting Military Rule: The NLC and the oil workers' unions (NUPENG) were very
active in the June 12 protests, organizing strikes to try and force the military to step down.
Fighting for Minimum Wage: The NLC is in a constant struggle with the government to
increase the minimum wage to match the rising cost of living (inflation).

Fuel Subsidy Protests: The NLC is famous for organizing massive, nationwide protests
(like "Occupy Nigeria" in 2012) whenever the government tries to remove the fuel

subsidy, which leads to a sharp increase in petrol prices.

Evaluation:
1. What is a "trade union"?
2. What is the main weapon (tactic) used by a trade union?
3. What does "NLC" stand for?
4. Who was Michael Imoudu?
5. What was the 1945 General Strike about?
Assignment:
1. Name two major trade unions in Nigeria today (e.g., NUT - Nigerian Union of Teachers,

2.

ASUU - Academic Staff Union of Universities).
Write a short paragraph explaining why the NLC is so powerful.
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WEEK 4: EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Topic: Education and Development Content: UPE, UBE, tertiary education

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Define "education" and its link to national development.
Explain the "UPE" scheme of 1976.
Explain the "UBE" scheme of 1999.

Db o=

Define "tertiary education" and give examples.

-

T'Ert'E”a?

EDUCATION
AND DEVELOPMENT

UPE UBE National Development

Lesson Content:

1. Education and National Development
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o Education is the process of acquiring knowledge, skills, values, and morals.
o National Development is the growth of a country's economy, politics, and society.
e The Link: Education is the key to national development.
o It produces skilled workers (doctors, engineers, scientists) needed for a modern
economy.
o It creates an informed citizenry that can make good democratic choices.
o It reduces poverty and improves health.
e Because education is so important, the Nigerian government has tried to create programs

to make it available to everyone.

2. UPE (Universal Primary Education)

o What it was: This was a nationwide program launched by the Gowon military regime
in 1976. (It was also a key policy of Chief Awolowo in the 1950s West).

e Goal: To provide free and compulsory primary school education for a// children in
Nigeria.

e Funding: It was funded by the massive wealth from the 1970s "Oil Boom."

e Outcome: It was a success at first and led to a massive explosion in primary school
enrollment (millions of children went to school for the first time). However, it later faced
problems with poor funding (after the oil price crashed), lack of teachers, and not enough

classrooms.

3. UBE (Universal Basic Education)

e What it is: This program was launched in 1999 by the Obasanjo civilian government to
replace and improve upon the UPE.
e Goal: To provide 9 years of free, compulsory basic education.
o Difference: "Basic Education" is more than just primary school. The UBE covers:
o 6 years of Primary School
o 3 years of Junior Secondary School (JSS 1-3)
o Funding: It is funded by the Federal, State, and Local governments. The Federal
Government has a special UBE Fund (UBEC) to support the states.
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o Current Status: This is the official education policy of Nigeria today, though many

states still struggle to implement it properly (e.g., "out-of-school" children).
4. Tertiary Education

e Definition: This is "higher education" — any education that comes affer secondary school.
e Purpose: To produce high-level manpower (experts, leaders, and researchers).
o Types of Tertiary Institutions:
1. Universities: (e.g., University of Ibadan, ABU Zaria, UNN). They award degrees
(B.Sc., B.A., M.Sc., Ph.D.).
2. Polytechnics: (e.g., Yaba College of Technology). They focus on practical,
technology-based skills and award National Diplomas (ND, HND).
3. Colleges of Education: (e.g., Alvan Ikoku). They are set up specifically to train
teachers (NCE).

Evaluation:

What is the link between education and national development?

What does "UPE" stand for, and when was it launched nationwide?

What does "UBE" stand for, and when was it launched?

What is the main difference between UPE and UBE? (6 years vs. 9 years).

A o e

What is "tertiary education"? Give one example of a tertiary institution.
Assignment:

1. What is "UBEC," and what is its function?

2. Write a short paragraph explaining the difference between a University and a Polytechnic.
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WEEK 6: NIGERIAN ECONOMY
Topic: Nigerian Economy Content: Agriculture, oil, manufacturing
Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Define "economy."
Describe the role of agriculture in Nigeria's economy (pre-1970).

Describe the role of oil in Nigeria's economy (post-1970).

R o=

Define "manufacturing” and list its challenges in Nigeria.
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Lesson Content:

1. What is an Economy? An economy is the system of how a country produces, distributes,

and consumes goods and services. It is how a country creates wealth (its "income").

2. The Nigerian Economy: Two Main Eras

Era 1: The Agricultural Economy (Pre-1970s)

@)

o

Before the oil boom, Nigeria's economy was 100% dependent on agriculture.
Agriculture was the main employer of citizens and the main source of government
income (exports).
Each region specialized:

* North: Groundnut (in pyramids), Cotton, Hides & Skin.

=  West: Cocoa.

= East: Palm Oil and Palm Kernels.
This was a diverse and strong economy, and Nigeria was a major world exporter

of these goods.

Era 2: The Oil Economy (Post-1970s)

o

The "Oil Curse': As we learned (First Term, Week 10), the oil boom of the
1970s caused Nigeria to abandon agriculture.

Monoculture Economy: Nigeria's economy became a "monoculture" — it

depends on only one product (crude oil).

Effect: This is very dangerous. When the world price of oil is high, Nigeria is rich.
When the price of oil crashes, the entire Nigerian economy (and government
budget) crashes with it.

Oil now accounts for over 90% of Nigeria's export earnings but employs very few

people.

3. The Manufacturing Sector

Definition: This is the sector of the economy that makes or produces finished goods. It

involves turning raw materials into products.
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o Examples: Car assembly (e.g., Innoson), food processing (e.g., Dangote sugar,
flour), textiles (making clothes), cement (e.g., Dangote, BUA).
Importance: A strong manufacturing sector is the key to development. It creates millions
of jobs and allows a country to export finished goods, which are more valuable than raw
materials.
Challenges in Nigeria: The manufacturing sector in Nigeria is very weak. It is hard to

run a factory due to:

Poor Electricity: This is the biggest problem. Factories have to spend millions on diesel

and generators, which is very expensive.

2. Poor Infrastructure: Bad roads make it hard to transport goods.
3. Competition: It is often cheaper to import goods from China than to make them in
Nigeria.
Evaluation:

1. What is an economy?

2. What was the main base of Nigeria's economy before 1970?

3. Name one export from the North, West, and East in the 1960s.

4. What is a "monoculture economy"?

5. What is the biggest challenge facing the manufacturing sector in Nigeria?
Assignment:

1. What is the "Oil Curse"? (Review from last term).

2. Find the name of one major manufacturing company in Nigeria (e.g., a food or cement

company).
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WEEK 8: SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN NIGERIA

Topic: Science and Technology in Nigeria Content: Growth and challenges

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Differentiate between "science" and "technology."
Identify areas of technological growth in Nigeria (e.g., Telecoms, FinTech).

List three major challenges to scientific and technological development in Nigeria.

R o=

Identify key government agencies responsible for science and technology.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN NIGERIA

NIGERIASAT | BRAIN DRAIN
;ﬂ i =

1

75




Lesson Content:

1. Science vs. Technology (Review)

e Science: The knowledge we get from studying the natural world (e.g., Physics,
Chemistry).
e Technology: The application of that knowledge to create tools and solve problems (e.g.,

building a phone, a car, or an app).

2. Growth of Science and Technology in Nigeria Nigeria has seen significant growth in some

areas of technology, mostly driven by the private sector.

e Telecommunications (Telecoms): This is Nigeria's biggest success story.

o Before 2001, there were only about 400,000 phone lines.

o After the introduction of GSM (e.g., MTN, Glo) in 2001, Nigeria now has over
200 million mobile lines. This has connected the entire country.

o Financial Technology (FinTech):

o This refers to technology used for banking and payments.

o Nigeria is a world leader in FinTech. Companies like Interswitch, Flutterwave,
and Paystack have created apps that allow millions of Nigerians to transfer
money, pay bills, and run businesses from their phones.

e Space Technology:

o Nigeria has a space agency, NASCARDA (National Space Research and
Development Agency).

o Nigeria has launched several satellites (like NigeriaSat-1, NigeriaSat-2) into

orbit for communication, and for monitoring the environment and security.

3. Challenges to S&T Development Despite these successes, Nigeria faces huge challenges in

developing a strong scientific and technological base.

1. Poor Education System: The foundation is weak. Schools and universities lack modern
laboratories, equipment, and well-trained science teachers.

2. Lack of Funding ("'Brain Drain"):
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o The government does not spend enough money on Research and Development
(R&D).

o Because of low pay and poor facilities, Nigeria's best scientists, doctors, and
engineers often leave the country to work in the USA, UK, or Canada. This is
called the "Brain Drain."

3. Poor Infrastructure: The lack of constant electricity is the biggest challenge. You
cannot run advanced labs, data centers, or high-tech factories without reliable power.
4. Poor Link Between Research and Industry: Universities' research often stays in a book.

There is no connection to the factories that could use the research to build new products.

Evaluation:
1. What is the difference between science and technology?
2. What does "GSM" stand for, and what industry did it revolutionize?
3. Whatis "FinTech"?
4. What is the "Brain Drain"?
5. What is the single biggest infrastructural challenge to S&T in Nigeria?

Assignment:

1. What does "NASCARDA" stand for?
2. Find the name of one Nigerian "FinTech" company (e.g., an app you or your parents use

to pay bills).
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WEEK 9: SPORTS AND NATIONAL UNITY

Topic: Sports and National Unity Content: Notable Nigerian sports achievements

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Define "national unity."
Explain how sports can act as a tool for national unity.

List at least three notable Nigerian sports achievements.

R o=

Identify famous Nigerian sports heroes.
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Lesson Content:

1. What is National Unity? National unity is the feeling of togetherness, patriotism, and
"oneness" among the citizens of a diverse country like Nigeria. It is the idea that "I am a

Nigerian first," before being Yoruba, Igbo, Hausa, or Efik.
2. Sports as a Tool for National Unity

e Nigeria is a country with many ethnic groups, religions, and political differences. These
differences often divide the nation.

e Sports (especially football) is one of the few things that unites a/l Nigerians.

e When the national football team, the Super Eagles, is playing, nobody cares what tribe
or religion the players are. Everyone (Hausa, Igbo, Yoruba) cheers for Nigeria.

e Victories in sports give the nation a shared sense of pride, joy, and identity, which helps

to bridge divisions.
3. Notable Nigerian Sports Achievements

e 1.1980 African Cup of Nations (AFCON):

o Nigeria hosted and won the AFCON for the first time.

o Led by captain Christian Chukwu, the "Green Eagles" (as they were then called)
defeated Algeria in the final in Lagos. This was a major moment of national
celebration, 10 years after the Civil War.

e 2.1985 FIFA U-16 World Championship:

o Nigeria's "Golden Eaglets" (the youth team) won the first-ever FIFA U-16 world
cup in China.

o This was Nigeria's first major trophy on the world stage, and it made the country
feel like a true football power.

e 3.1994 AFCON and World Cup:

o This was the "golden generation" of the Super Eagles, with players like Rashidi
Yekini, Stephen Keshi, and Jay-Jay Okocha.

o They won the AFCON in Tunisia.

79




o They then played in Nigeria's first-ever senior World Cup (USA '94), where they
impressed the world with their exciting style of play.
e 4.1996 Atlanta Olympics (Men's Football):
o This is perhaps Nigeria's greatest sporting moment.
o The "Dream Team," led by Nwankwo Kanu, won the Olympic Gold Medal in
football.
o They achieved this by famously defeating two of the world's greatest teams:
Brazil and Argentina. This victory brought intense joy and unity to Nigeria during
the difficult Abacha military regime.
e 5. Other Achievements:
o Chioma Ajunwa won an individual Olympic Gold Medal in the Long Jump at
the same 1996 Olympics.
o Nigeria has won the AFCON a third time (2013).

Evaluation:
1. What is "national unity"?
2. How does football help to unite Nigeria?
3. Who was the captain of the team that won the 1980 AFCON?
4. When did Nigeria first play in the senior World Cup?
5. What did Nigeria win at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics?

Assignment:

1. Who was Rashidi Yekini, and what is he famous for?
2. Who is Chioma Ajunwa?

3. In your opinion, what is Nigeria's greatest sporting achievement?
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WEEK 10: CULTURE AND TOURISM

Topic: Culture and Tourism Content: Nigerian cultural heritage; Tourism development

Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

Define "culture" and "cultural heritage."
Define "tourism."
List three examples of Nigeria's cultural heritage.

Identify at least two major tourist attractions in Nigeria.

wok w b=

Explain the challenges of tourism in Nigeria.

CULTURE AND TOURISM
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NIGERIA'S TREASURES, TOURISM & THE INSECURITY CHALLENGE
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Lesson Content:

1. What is Culture?

e Culture: This is the total "way of life" of a group of people. It includes their language,

food, clothing, beliefs, music, art, festivals, and traditions.

e Cultural Heritage: This refers to the parts of our culture that are passed down from our

ancestors, which we must preserve. This can be:

O

Tangible Heritage: Things you can touch (e.g., Benin Bronzes, Nok Terracottas,
ancient buildings, traditional clothes).
Intangible Heritage: Things you cannot touch (e.g., traditional music, folk

stories, proverbs, dance).

2. Nigerian Cultural Heritage Nigeria is one of the most culturally diverse countries in the

world, with over 250 ethnic groups.

e Art: Nigeria is famous for its ancient art, especially the Nok Terracottas, the Ife Heads

(bronze and terracotta), and the Benin Bronzes (which were stolen by the British and are

now in foreign museums).

o Festivals: Nigeria has hundreds of colourful festivals.

o

o

O

O

Eyo Festival (Lagos)

Durbar (Kano, Zaria)

New Yam Festival (Igboland)
Argungu Fishing Festival (Kebbi)

e Music: Nigeria is globally famous for its music, from traditional music to modern styles

like Afrobeats (Wizkid, Burna Boy, Davido).

e Film: Nigeria's film industry, Nollywood, is the second-largest in the world (by volume)

and is a major cultural export.

3. What is Tourism?

e Definition: Tourism is the act of traveling to a place (for business or pleasure) and the

industry (hotels, transport, guides) that supports these travelers.
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Tourist Attractions: These are the specific places people travel to see.
o Cultural Sites: The Palace of the Oba of Benin, the Sultan's Palace in Sokoto.
o Natural Sites:
* Obudu Mountain Resort (Cross River): Famous for its high hills, cool
climate, and cable car.
» Zuma Rock (Niger State): The giant rock "with a human face" near Abuja.
= Yankari Game Reserve (Bauchi): A large national park where people can
see wildlife like elephants and baboons.

=  Waterfalls (e.g., Erin-Ijesha).

4. Challenges of Tourism Development Tourism should be a major source of income for

Nigeria (like it is in Kenya or Egypt), but it is not. This is due to:

1. Insecurity: This is the biggest challenge. Tourists are afraid to travel in areas with
kidnapping, banditry, or terrorism.
2. Poor Infrastructure: Bad roads, unreliable electricity, and poor-quality hotels make
travel difficult.
3. Lack of Preservation: Many historical sites and museums are poorly maintained and
falling apart.
Evaluation:
1. What is "culture"?
2. What is the difference between tangible and intangible heritage?
3. Name two famous examples of Nigerian ancient art.
4. What is "Nollywood"?
5. Name two major tourist attractions in Nigeria and the main challenge facing tourism.
Assignment:
1. What are the "Benin Bronzes," and where are most of them located today?
2. Ifyou had to recommend one place in Nigeria for a foreign tourist to visit, where would it

be and why?
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WEEK 11: REVISION

Topic: Revision Content: Review of all topics from Week 1 to Week 10 in preparation for the

Third Term Examination.
Performance Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

1. Recall the contributions of key historical figures (Amina, Kuti, Ekpo).
Explain the roles of youths and workers in national development.

Compare Nigeria's economy (pre- and post-oil).

Cal

Discuss the achievements and challenges in S&T, Sports, and Tourism.
Lesson Content:
Key Themes of the Term:

e People and Groups: We studied the impact of specific groups on Nigeria:
o Women: Queen Amina (pre-colonial power), Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti (anti-
colonial activism), Margaret Ekpo (political mobilization).
o Youths: (WASU, "Ali Must Go," #EndSARS) - The "conscience of the nation."
o Workers: (NLC, 1945 Strike) - Power of collective bargaining and fighting for
rights.
o National Development: We studied the different sectors:
o Education: UPE (1976) and UBE (1999) as tools for development.
o Economy: The shift from a diverse Agricultural economy (cocoa, groundnuts) to
a Monoculture Oil economy, and the challenges of Manufacturing (power).
o S&T: Success in Telecoms/FinTech, but challenges from "Brain Drain" and poor
electricity.
o National Identity: We studied the forces that unite and challenge Nigeria:
o Sports: A major tool for unity (1996 Olympics, AFCON wins).
o Culture: A source of pride (Nollywood, Afrobeats, Benin Bronzes).
o Tourism: An undeveloped opportunity, held back by insecurity and poor

infrastructure.
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Class Activity: The class will engage in a "Question and Answer" session, where students ask

the teacher (and each other) questions about any topic from the term.
Evaluation: This week's evaluation is the Third Term Examination.

Assignment: Study all notes from Week 1 to Week 10 for the examination.
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